
Features and Technology

Each Panamap product contains a variety of innovative features not previously found in maps. Much of this stems from Urban Mapping’s 
research into spatial cognition to develop an understanding of how people relate to their environment. From up-front research to 
development of the patented MapAction® technology, we anticipate how our products will be used—the outcome of this research is 
unusual but invaluable:

Direct Grid-based Reference System

points.  The end of the 'meta-based grid reference system' (eg, Bond St, D13) is at hand!

Getting Around

them what they need to understand their environment.  We understand the social DNA of urban environments 
and strive to communicate its meaning.

Urban Mapping chooses to limit the amount of viewable information: less is more. By not presenting all that 

Subway Access Points
Most maps—print or digital—will indicate a singular stylized subway station exit, when in fact multiple exits 
generally exist. These exits may exist in a several block area, potentially confusing would-be mass transit riders. 
For example, in Manhattan, the West 4th Street station does not have an exit at West 4th Street, despite the
station name—one must choose either Waverly Place or West 3rd Street to exit—a range of nearly 4 blocks.

Patented MapAction Technology in action

Artwork for three views of Chicago
is created and optimized for visual 

performance. This requires a detailed 
understanding of typeface, line

orientation, color contrast and a host 

design concerns.

The underlying MapAction® technology 
essentially fools the human eye. By rotating 

the map, the angle of viewing is changed
and one of the resulting three layers

can be viewed.

The three images are interlaced by
alternating horizontal strips from each.

The resulting compound image is
calibrated to a specially designed 

polymer lens substrate. Lenses contain
between 60 to 200 micro-lenses per inch,

depending on the desired outcome.
This is mounted to a backing, die cut

and packaged.

© 2008 Urban Mapping Inc. All Rights Reserved. Urban Mapping, Panamap and MapAction are registered trademarks of Urban Mapping Inc.
Urban Mapping MapAction technology is patented (#7342722) and additional US and foreign patents pending.

Urban Mapping Inc  ::  690 Fifth Street Suite 200  ::  San Francisco  CA  94107  ::  Tel 866-CITY-MAP  ::  Fax 866-385-8266  ::  info@urbanmapping.com

Panamap
by ®

Streets

Subways

Neighborhoods & Landmarks

®

we know, users can self-orient to the appropriate cross street. 


